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« INTRODUCTION: 26 patients with chronic wounds of differing aetiologies were assessed over a 12 week period. Fourteen patients had leg ulcers, 3
surgical wounds, 3 pressure ulcers and 6 diabetic foot ulcers.

< AIM: The aim of the evaluations was to assess the benefit of a non-adherent silver dressing in the management of varying wound aetiologies.

« METHOD: Patients with chronic wounds with delayed healing were treated with a silver non-adherent dressing and assessed sequentially for up to 12
weeks or longer if clinically indicated. Clinical measurements included wound area, depth, pain severity scores, wound exudate and odour. The presence
of local or systemic wound infection, time to complete healing and concomitant medication and additional treatments were also recorded. Ease of
application and removal were also recorded along with patient comfort whilst wearing the dressing.
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« RESULTS: Of the 26 patients observed, 5 wounds completely healed (defined as epithelial closure) within 2 months of commencing treatment. In
over 50% of patients wound exudate levels reduced. Nine patients required antibiotic therapy 4 continued to use the silver non-adherent dressing whilst
5 were withdrawn from the evaluations requiring alternative treatment. Seven patients reported reductions in ulcer-related pain. Of the 18 patients who
reported pain 11 reported a decrease in pain, 3 reported an increase ( this was associated with a wound infection) whilst 3 patients reported pain
remained unchanged.

» DISCUSSION: Clinician’s view:- Exudate levels were managed effectively underneath various secondary dressings & compression systems; no
maceration to surrounding skin; easy to apply & remove; atraumatic dressing changes;.

*Patients views:- 99% of patients reported no adherence of the dressing on wound bed or dressing residue upon removal; 3 patients reported stinging
upon application which settled however overall patients reported a reduction in ulcer-related pain.




