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Introduction

Silver and its compounds have been widely used as
antimicrobial agents in wound care for many years

Silver is a proven antimicrobial for controlling bacteria,
fungus (mould & yeast), algae, and viruses

Historically, the main clinical use of silver has been for the
routine management of burn patients for the prevention of
cross-infection or self-infection

More recently, silver has been used for the management
of infection in chronic wounds

Aim

IS50fr1
fred Zurek
/ \

\

[ Silver Dressings for Chronic

J&ed Wetlrie Wizsinzigerneni, Garerave, U, K, WWW

WOUND MANAGEMENT

WORLDWIDE
Advisonof E T H 1 C O N, L

Selection of Assay

Traditional qualitative zone of inhibition assay for
antibiotic susceptibility testing (which relies on the
diffusion of the active ingredient through the agar) is not
an appropriate test for dressings that do not release the
antimicrobial

A log,, reduction assay was developed to compare the
antimicrobial properties of the dressings allowing for a
guantitative determination of the antimicrobial activity

The dressing was tested in a liquid suspension of a known
concentration of a test micro-organism

Rotation of the wound dressing and the micro-organism
suspension ensures direct contact between the

The aim of the study was to compare the antimicrobial antimicrobial agent and test micro-organism g
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